COLONIAL CLUB

By C. E. NOTTINGHAM
Manager

*

OLONIAL CLUB, Fort Worth, Texas, welcomes the opportuaity of entertaining the 45th
U. S. G. A. Open Championship Tournament. Colonial is perhaps the youngest club
ever selected for the “Blue Ribbon” event in the golfing world.

The Club was constructed during 1935, opened for play first on January 29, 1936, It is
located along the Clear Fork of the Trinity River adjoining Forest Park, Fort Worth's finest
park. While not the longest in yardage as has been used for the Open Championship,
Colonial will, it is believed prove to be far from the easiest. Under the supervision of
Mr. Dean Woods, well known golf course engineer, with Mr. Perry Maxwell as Associate
Architect, with whom Mr. Woods was associated for many years prior to his coming to
Colonial, the course has been placed in what is considered perfect condition for the Open.

Three new holes have been constructed, others have been lengthened through the rebuilding
of both tees and greens. This has been done, not for the purpose of making the course more
difficult, but o make for better shots for the long hiters and at the same time not make it
harder for the shorrer hitters. Colonial offers every scoring opportunity, its fine bermuda
fairways, many of which are lined on both sides with large Pecan, Elm, Oak and other trees
rewarding, in fact, requiring accurate iron shots. Driving will not prove difficult and should
present no special problem to the one who can hit his shots down the middle, except on the
longer holes where a lirtle added length will give the player an advantage.

The greens, with few exceptions, are closely bunkered and are testing targets, many putting
opportunities will be offered on the finest bent grass surfaces that are true and fair. Colonial
pioneered in bringing bent grass o this section of our country.

It is with pride and pleasure that Colonial Club, on behalf of its members extends its
warmest welcome o the Forty-fifth Open Championship Tournament of the United States

Golf Association.
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The story goes that the president of Rivercrest grew weary
o § harping about bent grass greens and finally told him,
“Marvin, if youte so sold on bent grass, why don't you go build
your own golf course and put them in?”

“Thank you very much! replied Leonard. “I may

just do that?

That night he vowed to build a championship course. The
vear was 1934. The nation was captivated by the antics of Dizzy
Dean and the St. Louis “Gashouse Gang” but Marvin Leonard
had little time to thinkabout the Cardinals. The only birdies he
was thinking-about were putts to be sunk on bent grass greens.

Léonard had his eye on a piece of property in southwest
FortWorth near Forest Park and the Texas Christian University
campus. He acquired the land, roughly 157 acres, in late 1934
and at once went to work on building his golf course. Leonard
engaged the services of noted golf architects John Bredemus of
Texas and Perry Maxwell of Oklahoma to assist with the layout.
Bredemus had been involved with courses in Houston and Gal-
veston while Maxwell was finishing up work on the heralded new

Southern Hills course in Tulsa.

Leonard asked Bredemus and Maxwell each to submit five
alternative plans for the course. He reviewed their recommenda-

tions then asked for five more. Marvin Leonard then started pick-
ing and choosing elements for his overall plan. He borrowed fro
both designers to mold the Colonial tapestry.

By early 1935, the construction of the golf course had
begun in earnest. Under the supervision of Claude
would serve as the clubs first manager, golf pro
intendent, and R.L. “Bob” Alexander,

than two dozen st

e teams and fresnoes (a sharp

cutting instrument that overturned the earth) began sculpting
the fairways and greens. One of the first hired hands was a
teenager named Joe Cano, who brought his mama’s kitchen
knife to the course to pull up weeds. Cano would work on the

course for more than 40 years, many as golf course superintendent.

To develop the bent grass greens, Whalens crew planted
a combination of seaside bent grass, then popular on California
courses, mixed with sand and cow manure. To combat heat, bent
grasss worst enemy, the ground crew kept the greens watered fre-
quently. Marvin Leonard kept close watch on the proceedings.
By late 1935, the golf course and stately clubhouse, high-
lighted by large white columns associated with the Colonial style
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the brightest jewel in Southwest golf, Leonard wanted Fort Worth
golf fans to witness the shotmaking prowess of the worlds best players.

Leonard enlisted the help of Amon Carter Sr,, another of
Fort Worths visionaries and a man well-connected with the lead-
ing sportswriters and sports figures in the nation, and Dr. Alden
Coftey, the president of the Fort Worth Golf Association and
the so-called “Father of Fort Worth Golf} t help him spur the
USGAS interest.

Getting the USGA attention was no mean feat. The
group typically rotated the U.S. Open among courses in the
Northeast like Winged Foot and Merion and Balrustol. Never
once had the Open championship being played in the South.

Leonards efforr to sell the USGA included a 60-minute
phone call to Harold Pierce, the USGA president, who lived
Boston. When Pierce pointed out that the conversation was
ting expensive (it cost Leonard $17.40) the Fort Worth me
teplied, “That okay. This is important”

Later, meeting with Open officials in New York, donard
put his bid in proper perspective. Leonard and some of hif friends
in Fort Worth would personally guarantee the USGA a sym
of $25,000 to hold the evenr ar Colonial. That figure, a Kings
ransom in its day, immediately turned the USGAR heads
towards Texas. The 1941 Open would indeed be headed to the
Lone Star state. i

Before the U.S. Open unfolded at Colonial, howeer, a
USGA committee reviewing the golf course for suimbility“pf play
recommended toughening a two-hole stretch on the front ine
that it felt wasn't up t© par. Their report stipulared that holes\f’r
and 5 would have to be upgraded. X

Orherwise, the USGA officials found a demanding test of
golf forged from the pecan trees and hackberry bushes on bottom
land along the Clear Fork of the Trinity River. The aestherics of
the course came from the pecan trees overhanging the fairways )
and greens and the river, which meandered along nearly half of
the holes.

Marvin Leonard may have gone overboard in meeting the
USGAS i ts o the front nine. He bought
acres adjacent to the boundary G

was 50 eager to acquire the additional land he reportedly p
owner several times the property’s value.

He then brought in golf architects Perry Maxwell and
Dean Woods, who incorporated the new acreage into a three-
hole stretch that would be dubbed the “Horrible Horseshoe” bot}k
for its configuration and degree of difficulty. Maxwell and Woods \
created Colonial’s world famous par 4 fifth hole, known through-
out golfdom as “Death Valley” They also lengthened the par 4
third hole by some 50 yards and extended the par 3 fourth hole
t its present gargantuan (225-plus vards) self.

The fifth hole, which doglegs around the banks of the
Trinity River, is universally regarded as one of the great holes in
golf. It regularly appears on lists of “best holes” Amold Palmer,
who included the fifth on his his personal list, once wrote,
“Nearly every great player has experienced the rigors of the hole
and many wish they hadn'. I consider it a great hole because,
sooner or later, you must play a difficult shot. I'll take par there
any time’

With the changes, which added roughly 300 yards to the
course, Colonial presented a challenging 7,100-plus yard, par 70
layout that placed a premium on accurate driving. The shape of
the holes, doglegs left and right, and their varying lengths an
degrees of difficulty tested a player’ proficiency with every gdtib in

/

bagln fate 1940, Marvin Leonard sh proposed
redesign o USGA official Joseph Dey. Dey assumed the holes
would have to be completed after the Open, which was then
only six months away. Leonard assured him, however, that the
new holes would be ready for the Open.

Marvin Leonard could move mountains. Or in this
instance, mountains of dirt. When the USGA and the games
best players rolled into Texas in the first week of June 1941 for
the U.S. Open, the new and improved Colonial golf course
awaited them.



The Fort Worth Press heralds
Colonial’ debue in 1936.
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of architecture, neared completion. Marvin Leonard was busy
contacting friends and business associates in Fort Worth to
extend a personal invitation to enjoy the bent grass greens at
his “Colonial Golf Club”
: The first Colonial members were charged no membership
« fee, but had to put up $50 as security deposit against charges to
- the club. By January 29, 1936, when the club officially opened,
- oughly 100 Fort Worth residents had joined Colonial Golf Club.
Marvin Leonards travels across the country and his keen
appreciation of golf had given him the insight needed to put
the Colonial club on par with the best courses in the nation.
Leonard wanted nothing more than to put his club on the
_national map of golfdom.
: He had a plan, of course. In the late 1930s, Leonard
began lobbying the United States Golf Association conduct the
U.S. Open, America’ national championship and golf’s most
- Prestigious event, at Colonial. Not only did he want to showcase










A\(\\m&&\

Ao 2 L







oﬁar:f
ﬁ.n:ew

,ﬂ »; M) y R L

Qma ﬁo& sinking 30 Foot Put on 18 th. Green, Colonial

mo%wm\ Dcwmongwn?.@xmm&a win 45th U S
Open Championship.
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No. 1

569 yards, par five

A beautiful starting hole that puts a pre-
mium on two perfectly placed wood shots.
Heavy rough and a group of trees guard
the inside of the dog-leg and a gapping trap
is placed to the left to catch long hooks.
From a well placed drive, the player is con-
fronted with a second long woodshot into a
narrow fairway. Few players are due to
reach the tighdy trapped green in two. The
carpet slopes sharply from righe to left and
from back to front and players are certain
to be confronted with tricky, side-hill putts.
Traps to the left are deep and wreacherous.
The prevailing wind is usually across all
shots to this green. Both distance and ac-
curacy are necessary to get birdie purts.




No. 2 st

395 yards, par four

A two-shot hole requiring 2 long fade off
the tee in order to shorten the distance of a
rather abrupt dog-leg. Tee is placed in a
“funnel” of tall trees and extend for 75 yards
to the fairway. Thus there is no chance to
play directly ar the hole. A well placed trap
and tall tree in the rough to the right at the
bend of the fairway discourage efforr to cut
off wo much yardage with a slice. Green is
trapped heavily on both sides and at the
back. The front is open, however, and the
comparatively flac green greatly increases
the possibilities of birdies here. Carelessness
is very possible on this hole.
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No. 3
468 yards. par four

One of the finest par 4 holes on the lay-
out, It plays ro the full yardage as the pre-
vailing wind, rough and trap conditions
prevent any shortening of distance by cur-
ting across the fairway bend. A carry of
around 230 yards is necessary to clear a long,
rambling rrap to the lefr. Trees line rhe fair-
way from 200 yards intw the green, leaving
hooked tee shots in a precarious condicion.
Perfectly placed drives in the fairway leave
a second shot that requires a wood or a long
tron. Distance is the secret of No. 3 and
there is no necessity for right trapping. On
a surface trap to the right confronts the
player as he comes into the carper
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No. 4
250 yards, par three

A one-shot hole depending on yardage
and boundary trouble on the right at the
green for its problems. The prevailing wind
should assist the player here. However, an
accurate wood shot will be necessary tw
reach the carper. A gende gully in front is
dangerous to shots landing short and there
is a boundary fence all the way down the
right side. The green itself is entirely with-
out traps. Bur it is the largest on the course
and it is a simple matter to ger putts of 50
feet or more. Putting will tell the story on

this one.
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No. S

169 yards. par four

Unquestionably the most picturesque and
one of the toughest holes on the course.
Two perfect woods are required on this ex-
tremely exacting stretwch with trouble from
tee w green. To the left, a wooded ravine
and to the right, the Clear Fork of Trinity
River guard the weaving fairway thar nar-
rows to 50 yvards in spots, Tee shots must
be perfectly placed and long o allow a
second shot to the green. The second must
also be carefully guarded w prevent hook
or slice. There are no traps bur the large,
waving green calls for perfect putting. The
streech is known as “Deach Valley ™
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No. 6

395 yards, par four

A slight dog-leg t the right, this hole
favors a tee shot with just an indicarion of
a fade. A large tree overhanging the right
side of the fairway prevents the effecuve
use of a right-to-left tee shot. Traps guard-
ing the outside of the bend penalize the
player who pulls or who's fade tails to mate-
rialize. The second shot is not difficult
although the green is deeply trapped right
and lefe. The putting area presents RO par-
ticular problems and should afford an oppor-
runity for birdies.
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No. 7

L18 yards. par four

One of the few straightaway holes on the
course bur deceiving. Two perfectly placed
shots are necessary 1o ger home and the drive
is of greatest imporance. A “bortleneck,
the fairway narrows sharply wich trees on
right and lefr. Ar a swail just in front of the
green, the trees and traps cut the entrance
the very minimum for a hole of this length
\ poorly placed drive cither righr or lef
prevents any chance of shootng for the
green. Green is surrounded by erees and

rrapped heavily boch righr and left




No. 8

198 vards, par three

This one-shotter will require all the skill
of the best shot makers. The targer, from
200 yards, is very small. An arm of the river
cuts directly across the line of flight, making
the shot all carry. The small carpet is heavily
protected on all sides by traps, making it
advisable to come in from right to left
However, the prevailing wind is almost
directy into the shot. The green is sharply
rolling and offers many varieties of “breaks.”
even on the same putt. This exacting hole

probably will play a major role during the
Open.
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No. 9

343 yards. par four

This is one of the two drive-and-pitch

holes on the layour. 1t affords something of

a rest following the strain of the preceding

holes bur will not permir carelessness. The

tee shor cannot be allowed w stray beyond

usual limits and there is a heavy trap to the

right. A small lake in frone of the green is

dangerous to over-long hitters. The green,

ser an rtrees, 1s guarded by rtraps righe and

left.  Accurate pitch shots will be necessary

and the large green offers opportunicty for

three-putting. The hole is more picturesque
than difficuls




No. 10

403 yards, par four

This starting hole on the back nine is
another that requires judgment and accuracy.
The opening shot is over a small lake that
strecches 100 yards down the left side. Plac-
ing of the tee shor is all important. Sharp
hooks are endangered by the lake and pulls
smash into tall trees or deep rough on the
left. Fades are heavily penalized because the
fairway narrows sharply by rall trees on the
bank of a deep gully just 50 yards in front of
the carpet. It is possible for long hitters to
reach trouble on the slopes of this gully.
Strong iron second shots are necessary 10
reach the green from well-placed tee shots.
The carpet is trapped right and left.
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No. 11

293 vards. par five

Distance is again the keynote on cthis
second par five on the layout. However, tee
shots must be placed w avoid trees o the
right and heavy rough tw the left. A deep
ravine with water runs down the right side
from tee w green and there are dense trees
with traps to the lefc from 150 yards into the
carper. Two woodshots are necessary and the
premium is on an accurate second wich
brassie or spoon. Green 1s rolling and deeply
trapped just in fronr and o each side and
back. Perfect wood play here will afford
birdic opportunirties although the huge putr-
ing surface can be tricky  Carelessness will
be heavily penalized




No. 12

400 vards, par four

The heaviest trapped hole on the course,
this stretch is a deceiving dog-leg to the left.
From the tee in tll trees, shots must be
played to bend of the fairway, care being
waken to avoid timber o the left and rough
to the right. Traps both right and left are
placed o catch straying tee shots. Second
shots wich middle irons are fairly simple but
traps line the fairway on both sides to the
carpet. There is sand on both sides close in
and another trap on the left backhand edge.
Green is fairly flat and again there are birdie
possibilities for accurate players. River fol-
lows fairway on the right but is far enough
removed o offer little threat except for a

wild fade.
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No. I3

192 vards. par three

One of the most interesting and formid-
able-looking holes on the course. This one-
shotter is all carry over a deep bend of the
Trinity River. Absolute accuracy is required
with long iron or light wood and judgment
in club selection can play a big part. Prevail-
ing wind quarters into the shot. A rowering
corronwood guards the green on the lefr and
trees on the opposite bank of the river make
meentional hooks dangerous. Deep traps
completely surround the green which is
large and rolling, offering ample opportunity
for three-putting. Emphasis is definictely on
the opening shot and the rarger is one of the

smallest on the course ar the distance




No. 14

455 yards, par four

Into the face of the prevailing south wind,
the fourreenth is one of the most difficule
par fours on the layour. It is a matter of
distance. From the tee, placed on the river
bank, a carry of around 220 yards is neces-
sary to reach the center of the fairway. In
most instances, the second shot will require
big irons or even woods for the longest
hitters. Tee shorts too close in on the left side
will preclude any shot at the carpet because
of wrees. The righthand approach is ditficule
because of two towering pecan trees soms
50 yards short of the green. Rambling and
deep traps hug the left side of the putring
surface and there are less difficult surface
traps to the righe, backed up by a stand of
smaller trees. Green is large but fairly flar,
Main difficulty is in reaching it in regulation.
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No. 15

447 yards, par four

This hole is sometimes called the most
exacting on the strerch. A boundary fence
stretches from tee w green on the right
Fairway bulges out to left making a slow-
breaking dog-leg. Every shot must be hit
here. A deep ravine with tall trees on the
left cuts across the fairway 100 yards from
tee. To the right, a sharp hill studded with
traps awaits even a slide slice. Fairway some
230 yards from tee narrows to 35 yards.
From perfectly placed opening shot, long
and tricky seconds are necessary. Trap to
left of green includes a bothersome small
wree. Right side is dangerous with sand and
boundary fence. Small ravine with water
curls around left and backside of carpet.
Steep sloping green offers sharp breaks dif-
ficult long putts both up and down.




No. 16

207 yards, par three

Another long and spectacular one-shotter.
Ravine with water courses just in front of
tee and halfway to the green bulges back
into a small lake that cuts diagonally across
the fairway to the front corner of the green.
Large trap to left with formidable islands of
high grass. Hillside traps and small tree on
righthand corner catch shoved shots. Small
surface trap behind. Wind is usually with
tee shot. Again accent is on accuracy with
long iroms. Vast, rolling green makes for
frequent three-putts. A fairly simple par
three that can penalize carelessness severely.
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No. 17

406 yards, par four

One of the few drive and pitch holes, No.
17 also calls for care. From a high tee be-
hind a deep ravine, wood shots can find
trouble in all directions and distances. To
the right are trees and the curving ravine
that extends almost to the green. To the
left is heavy rough and perfectly placed
traps to catch long pulled shots. Opening
into the green narrows to some 50 yards at
a deep gully. Towering pecan tree on the
righe is known as "Big Annie” and is so
tall shots from that side must be sliced into
the carpet. Traps both right and left cut
the front corner of the green to about 10
yards. Again it is a question of getting
position off the tee for a fairly easy second
shot. Green offers no particular difficulties.
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No. I8

427 yards, par four

A fine and difficule finishing hole. From
the long ree, drives must thread narrow open-
ing through trees into a curving, rolling fair-
way. Pulled shots here leave little chance for
a shot to the green because of trees. To the
right is a ravine with water. Fairway from
200 yards in slopes and rolls in all direc-
tions, leaving litde chance of a flat lie. Sec-
ond shots of around 200 yards must be well
placed. Near the green, which is festooned
with traps on the right, the “break” is sharply
toward the left in the direction of the lake
which runs from 100 yards ourt all along the
lefc side of the carpet. The green itself is
one of the largest and most difficult on the
course. A single misstep here and any score
will soar.
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