Make Way for Progress

New Hefner North Soon to Replace Maxwell’s Last Gem

EY Mac Bentley
aff Wriler

The thought of a8 Perry Maxwell
creation being plawed under surely
wolld shock these who have played
and loved his golf courses, His
brilliant use of the pravailing
landscape and chalienging ireens
would, above all, stand the test of
time, devolerss altest

It's o diMerent sfory for the Lake
Hefner North golf course, howaver.
The 41-year-old layoni 15 heing
recyelad under the artful direction of
Tulsa archliect Randy Heckenkemper,
il city officlals expect nnn&dnﬁnﬁ
will be necessary when publ &ﬂ}'
hogina this fall on the first slx holes
and three pui=3 academy holes.

The last courso destgnoed and buflt
by Maxwell, Hofner North opened In
1951, not oo many montls boforo tho
highly acclatimed, d!:}:;mh:—nera
architect's death. Bled in newspaper
elippings as Maxwell's “latost pem™
when i anod, i was tormed "long
stffering™ Just 12 years lator,

It's fate as o overllow fcllity was
sealed with the 1866 opening of the
lLoke Hefnor South Cottrse, nnd over
the yoars has been plven less
consideration thon the South course
and other Oklahoma City courses in
unding and improvements,

The arlginal front nine heles are
still open, hut will be closed in
October whon the now nine is oponed,
The second phasa of construction then
leping on the fanl 12 holes, which |
shotld opon in Octobor 1963, when the
teaching pm3s will be taken off Hne.

This Is.an excellent time In play the
ariginga! front nlue and hinagine tha
cotrse s Maxwe!l imagined fe. It will
e pone this fall as the hew course
will Hiave all new holes in ofl new
weces. Except for boll marks on tho
greens — perhaps loft by thoughthess
pinyuy hﬁmﬂfnrlnu the r.-l:;ltrﬂl'ﬁ]c ays are
yHm ay — it atill an
enjoynhlo mﬂ“}’“m

“At tha time we'ro shulting it down,
s probably in bettor shape thon
over,”™ sald Hefner manngeor Adshe
Hyilen. "1t hnsgrwtdad  lot of
reckcation, I's o protty pood ol
course all in all,

“Hut with 1oday's standords, it con't
compcte i this markal, We've
changed what we expect out of a goif
couvirse. A fow years ogo we dldn't
inind velling the ball on hordpa, and
rot having gross undor the ball when

we hie i,"

Water has long beon a problem for
I'-.'uhh_..]whi-chdwm l:l.tﬂlt just asa
soveral-year droughl was beginning.
IrFﬂiﬂ.yrumwhu-ed as a time when

: H;u could walk a hali-mile into Lake

fnar before getting your feet wet.

Atcording to nowspapar accounts,
Maxwell built the course with 31046,000
of h,ﬁj'f“ m-:mgi lTﬁ I'L‘?"*g“.'.}',f

ol 1 . L0 Dadc g

?Er months later. Maxwell's
for 10 m;wm.tn '&n-g‘f;“ﬁ? i Its

r . EXpec
investmment nﬁ:?n with iﬁmﬁﬂ i year
interest, then tuen it over © tite cily,

*“With today's standards,
it can't compete in this
market. We've changed
what we expecl out of a
golf course. A few years
ago we didn't mind
rolling the bail on
hardpan, and not having
grass under the ball
when we hit it."’

—— Hidfar managar Alsle Hydon

Oklahoma City, It wae roportad,
e g b el
. :
nﬂ.ytn.ll over the vears pald Jugt a
e 4 1S 86,000 Tmjore
a n
payment. Finally, in 1062, the cily
£122.319 fo buy up the lease.

The riew colrse appoars fo be a sare

thing. Heckenkempor's Lalenls are
obivions ot SilverHorn in Oklaheomn
Chty-nnd Forrest Ridge In Broken
Arrow, He's olso designing (he second
18 liolos nt Earlywina.

A dolegmiion of fpoiris repnilers wis
duly impressed when Intraduced to
the new hales al Hefner (his week.
The prajoct tilso includes a palr of
extenslve putllng greons and an
axpansive driving range, which Ix
uxfom-:l accommadato 55 many as 100
golfers af o thne

The patling groons are Just o few
stops ontside the north doors of the
ﬂﬂﬁim n:gld from thare the deving
mnﬁn oxtonds o the north, with room
nt the for end for Hefhor's teaching
pros o opernts,

Thnl:ﬂnﬂ fonlure dnﬂ:ggjl;nt not
absolute innding arens,
sometimes targd Bunkors apd Lig,

ane thi

ot -

rolling preens with numerous E:Ln
possibilities. The Mrst three holes,
with tentative championship distances
of 410, 185 (par-3) and 430 yards, wrap
around fhe driving range. The
tesching pards, located between the
elubhouse and the Hefner docks, will
serve for a year as the Nos. 46 holes.

The eventual Mo, 4, a 58%vard par,
heads back to the north along the lake
while ma fifth limi:i Es;;:illc:tll!]ngﬁiu& and
e 8, are g L
haul?nnear he clﬁahnum

“I think the fact that IC's new will be
np golfers enjoy mnst in
comparing it with the old Morth
course, and iU's ﬁiﬂﬁﬁnhﬂg[ﬁ; latof
grean grass,'" sa . * re’s
f vt il ey anfog i

t's nk they're golng
cafeh theniselves standing on the tee
or green secing the lake like they've
never seen i before.”. . fa

o Earlywine's new 18 holes will be
dlr;ﬂlllr nﬂurth? and to ﬂlﬁ:?tﬁf l};l;ﬂ
exlsting 18. Manager miley
the Eﬂﬂﬁmmus spent over the past
three years on the original 16 .-.hp;.'hd
onsure its altractivencss when it has
lo compele agalnst the new 18,

Tho demand s there, he said. On the
Friday bhefore July 4. his club recelved
165 calls for toe times after the course
already hod been (iled. Buch counts
on more routing doys over the past
few yoars have also been Impressive,
he gold. . .

o JolTWhite of Edmond will be one
of the players 1o beat this week as the
Oklaloma Goll Associalion condutls
its Junjor champlonship at the Lawion
Cotniry Club,

Wilite, 18, won Lwo Juidor PGA
ovents this weok, shooting a 68 to win
ot Tulza's Mohawk Gell Course on
Monday and a 73 to win at
KickInghird on Tharsdoy,

The three divislons — 11-pncunder,
12-14 and ﬁmnu- Ié:;tw dml:m &14

nyors, Tho youngstors play threo
sjhalu raunds of siroke play Maorday,
Tuosdny and Wodnesday, Tl older
divisions have stroke play on Mondry
pivd Tuesdny, thon match play
through Friday.

Friduggfhﬂﬁmh:im tgrown tha

uthric has ou

ape limit, bud the Meld does Inciude
two-iimo Class 4A siate champlon
Chaod Willls of Altus, Also cntered Is
Chones Corby of Nartlesviile. His
dwrother, Oklnhoma Sconer Cralg
Cozby, won (he 1067 and 1689 thles,

n Shannon



